
 

Bound By the Gospel 
ACTS 20:17-38 
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PREPARE Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance as you read and study God’s word. 
Read the verses slowly in your favorite translation. Record your insights and answers to the following 

questions.  

• Use your preferred Bible study method to read and explore Acts 20:17-38. Read 20:1-16 or listen to 

“Called to Encourage” in the message archive. 

• What was Paul’s motive for ministry?  

• What was Paul’s manner of ministry? What kind of example did he set? 

• What was Paul’s message? How did he impart it? What was its impact?  

• Who do you know personally who has a pure motive for ministry, sets an exemplary example for other 

Christians to follow, and regularly shares the gospel with love and conviction even in uncomfortable 

circumstances? What can you learn from this person? How will you put what you learn into practice?  

• Where was Paul headed? What awaited him there? Why did he go? What can you learn from this?  

• Why must believers share the complete, unvarnished truth of the gospel?  

• Have you ever been compelled to go somewhere, do something, or say something despite the chance of spiritual, 

physical, or emotional harm? Describe your experience. What did you learn from it? How can you apply what 

you learned the next time you share the gospel? 

• What dangers come from outside the church? What dangers come from within the church? What can happen to 
the body of Christ and the church’s ability to fulfill her calling if church leaders do not take Paul’s warnings 

seriously?  

• In this week’s passage Paul shows us his pastoral heart—the deep love he had for the churches under his care. 

He encouraged, warned, and prayed. What impact do you think this had on the elders? What can you learn 

from his actions? 

• Paul ended his pastoral message with a quote from Jesus. What verse does he reference? What purpose did it 

serve for the elders? What purpose does it serve for believers today? 

POINT TO PONDER Pray for the Holy Spirit to help you apply what you learned from this study. 

Identify what needs to change in your life so that you consistently demonstrate you are bound by the gospel. How 

can you group help you with these changes? 

GO DEEPER Pray for the Holy Spirit to take you deeper into the lesson. 

Review Paul’s ministry in Acts up to this point. What were his hopes, fears, and frustrations? What dangers did he 

face? What harm did he endure? How did he persevere? What did you learn from this and what are you going to 

apply? 
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